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Fall for KOPN!
 

This is KOPN's last newsletter for the 2021
summer season. We hope that you have managed

to stay cool, enjoy the great outdoors, and stay
tuned in to your favorite community radio station.

Autumn will officially begin on Wednesday,
September 22.

 
Hang in there! Crisp fall days and autumn leaves

will be here before you know it. Speaking of
autumn, we are having our fall pledge drive

September 16 - September 19. We are
grateful to have deep roots in our mid-Missouri

community.
 

We have weathered the changing seasons and
changing times over the last 48 years thanks to

the support of listeners like you. You can turn the
radio on, or tune in on your device, at any hour of
the day or night to hear music and views that you
won't hear anywhere else. You can sustain us by
tuning in and telling your friends about what we
do, becoming a volunteer, or supporting us with

donations.
 

If you have not donated to KOPN
before, please consider doing so

Click here to keep
KOPN going strong!

http://www.kopn.org/
https://www.kopn.org/


during our fall pledge drive:
Thursday, September 16 -

Sunday, September 19. Keep
falling in love with KOPN!

KOPN programmer Shawn
demonstrates some of the gifts
you can snag when you donate

during our pledge drive. In
addition to gift cards for use at

Artlandish Gallery and King
Theodore Records, shown here,

we have gift cards to use at
Amber House B & B, Access

Arts, B-Side Records, Gunter
Hans, Kent's on Broadway,

Makes Scents, McAdams' Ltd.,
Pizza Tree, Ragtag Cinema,

Sycamore, and more!

In addition to gifts involving local businesses, our
programmers have come up with other creative ways of saying
thank you! There will be only one of each of these gifts available, so if
you want to snag it, let us know when you call the station to give during

the pledge drive.



Event Spotlight:
Mid-Missouri Pride Fest

KOPN 89.5 FM is proud to sponsor Mid-Missouri Pride Fest. The fest
began yesterday and is continuing today; this is the first year for a two-

day event! The festival opens at noon today. There are over
70 retail/organization vendors, 5 food vendors, and a family area. The



family-friendly Sunday lineup includes the Missouri Symphony, The
Ragged Blade Band, D.J. Scooby's dance party, Nclusion+, Merideth

Shaw, and The Blam Blams. The evening culminates with a drag show at
7 p.m. More information is available by clicking here.

Ask a Programmer: Sarah Catlin
Sarah is one of the co-hosts of The Wake Up Call, a new local news segment

that you can hear from 7:50 a.m. to 8 a.m. each weekday. Sarah is also one of the
rotating hosts of Women's Issues, Women's Voices, which you can hear

every Friday from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.

On top of that, Sarah has also been serving as KOPN's underwriting manager
again recently (having served in that position in years past), helping local

businesses and organizations reach our listeners. If you haven't heard the news
already, Sarah has agreed to serve as the interim general manager of

KOPN! She will work with the board of directors to make sure we are meeting the
needs of our listeners. With Sarah at the helm, this non-profit community radio

station will be a-okay!

https://www.midmopride.org/
https://www.midmopride.org/


Are you from Missouri? Tell us how you found your way to
Columbia. 

I was born in Springfield, Missouri. I lived there with my parents
through my undergraduate degree from SMSU, now called MSU. I
attended the University of South Carolina for my Master’s degree, and
then I moved to Columbia to work on my PhD. I completed my
coursework, passed my exams, and wrote about half of a dissertation,
but I couldn’t manage to keep a faculty committee together long enough
to finish the degree. My dissertation centered on race and relationships
between women in novels by women writers of the Southern U.S.,
especially as they play out around foodways and kitchens.

You have been co-hosting Women’s Issues, Women’s Voices
since 2008. How did you get involved with KOPN, and what
have been some of your favorite moments during your almost
13 years on KOPN’s airwaves?
 
My co-parent, John Dupuy, has been the host of Tech Radio for the
better part of 22 years. In 2006, shortly after we were married, I
volunteered to help organize the last LunaFair, a day-long celebration of
women’s art and music with proceeds benefiting KOPN. Carol
Greenspan [who is still on KOPN's airwaves during Morning Ayre and
Jewish Spectrum] approached me the day of the festival and asked if I
would be interested in joining the Women’s Issues, Women’s Voices
cohort. I was just barely pregnant with my oldest, but, once he was born
and things settled down, I joined the collective. Fun fact: I was part of an



award-winning high school broadcast media class and had a radio show
that aired over a public access cable channel.

One of my favorite KOPN moments was judging the Farm & Fiddle beard
contest. I also love being able to interview musicians and introduce our
listeners to artists they might not otherwise hear.

What structure do you like to implement in your
programming? You have a background in English and
literature, so do you enjoy speaking with authors and writers,
or do you enjoy having other types of artists on your show?
Are your editions of Women’s Issues, Women's Voices mostly
conversational, or do you play music and give voice to your
own experiences?
 
I don’t enjoy talking on air, so I like to make a guest the focus of my
shows. My guests vary. I do often interview local or national authors, but
I also like to talk with other kinds of artists, legislators, community
activists, and organizers. I like to use WIWV to highlight the work these
women do in our community.

What do you like to do in your free time?

Free time is a luxury I rarely have. I have three children, ages 14, 12, and
8. Between them, our three cats, and our first dog (adopted through
Second Chance early in the pandemic), there’s not a lot of time for
extracurricular activities. I suppose what I do most often is volunteer.

I am trained to staff political campaigns through LeadMO, so, in season,
I often spend evenings and weekends working to help the candidates
who best represent my values get elected. 

Pre-pandemic, I enjoyed watching movies at Ragtag. I have a minor in
film theory and have taught film at MU. I served for nine years on the
Ragtag Film Society board.

I also helped form the non-profit YAAL Rock! Part of the Girls Rock
Camp Alliance, we run a camp for girls, trans, and gender-expansive kids
ages 12 to 17 that uses rock bands as a vehicle for empowerment. I serve
on their board and am one of the drum instructors for camp. I also took
lessons in bluegrass banjo for more than a decade from Dierik Leonhard
of Ironweed, but the pandemic put a halt to that.

What are your top 5 favorite songs, the ones you could listen to
over and over?

I don’t think I can narrow it down that far, but I can choose some artists.
My first loves were R.E.M. and They Might Be Giants. I came of age with



the 90’s grunge scene. I also follow The Decemberists (The King is Dead
is my favorite album) and The Weepies.

What projects are you most excited to work on as the new
general manager of KOPN? What do you hope to accomplish?

I’m looking forward to KOPN making the transition from tenant to
building owner and celebrating our 50th birthday next year.

What does “community radio” mean to you?

It means celebrating the diversity of our community and amplifying the
voices that might not otherwise be heard, whether by inviting them to be
guests on my show or empowering them to create their own programs. I
hope our content will enlighten, educate, and make connections between
folks in our community.

https://stevewiegenstein.com/scattered-lights.html


Special thanks to volunteer Trevor
Harris, who truly went over and

above to help bring down some boxes
from attic storage! We had to wear

masks due to the twenty years' worth of
dust on each box! Staff and volunteers

will be busy sorting through the
documents inside. We hope there will

be some relics such as the old art,
below, that you see in this newsletter!

Stay tuned!



Upcoming Events in KOPN's Broadcast Range
Columbia

Roots N Blues Festival: The festival takes place September 24-26 at
Stephens Lake Park. This year's fest features an all female-led lineup,
including Brandi Carlile, Sheryl Crow, Mavis Staples, and Tanya Tucker. 
Three days, twenty-six acts, two stages!

Fulton
The 15th annual Bluegrass and BBQ Festival is happening on Sunday,
September 12 between noon and 5 p.m. at 54 Country, located at 400
Gaylord Drive. Proceeds will benefit the Foundation for the Advancement of
the Fulton State Hospital.

Rocheport
The Summer Music Series continues at the Les Bourgeois A-Frame. The
Burney Sisters are playing there on Friday, September 3 at 7 p.m.
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