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Fall Festival
Sarah Catlin and Dylan Martin (interim
general manager and operations manager,
respectively) participated in Locust Street
Expressive Arts Elementary School's Fall
Festival event on Wednesday, October 27.

Operations manager Dylan Martin helps a group of 5th graders in Ms.
Walters' class. Students gave a report on the Fall Festival, a weather
report, and a station ID for KOPN!

Donate
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Boo!
Eeek!
Spine-chilling!
Happy Halloween!

This year's theme was What Dreams Are Made
Of. Supporting the students of Locust
Street as their Partner in Education is
just another way KOPN makes a
difference in our community.
Hannah Salley, talented artist and host of
Stories & Songs (on Tuesday nights between
11 pm and midnight) designed this fun
coloring page for the Locust Street students,
following the "What Dreams Are Made Of"
theme.
You can click the image to access a
printable version. The kiddos in your life
can have some fun making it their own with
colors and patterns, but coloring is also
relaxing for adults! It's pretty dreamy!

KOPN recently got
some scary news. We
sent thank you notes
and a KOPN pin to our
sustaining donors and
donors who gave
during our fall pledge
drive. We were told
that one stamp would
be sufficient to send
each bundle in the
mail. As it turned out,
the envelope was
slightly too bulky to be
hand-cancelled, so we
were hit with a hefty
bill to send these to our
donors. Fortunately,
two anonymous friends
of KOPN had made
very generous
donations earmarked
for donor retention.
Now, instead of being
scared, we are:
Amazed!
Relieved!
Thankful!

Here is the low-power radio station that Dylan set up in the
classroom. Yes, that's a drill battery!

KOPN mourns the loss of a community trailblazer, Robert Stewart Brown. From
The Missourian, submitted by Robert's family:
Robert Stewart Brown passed away on June 23, 2021... Robert was a dedicated listener of
KOPN Community Radio and when asked to be a member of the news board, he accepted. He
had heard Linda Lou’s “Missouri’s Legislative Choices, Ethics in Action” programs supported
by the Columbia Boone Country League of Women Voters and liked her voice. She was the
station’s first News Director. They worked together on a grant from the Catholic Church that
focused on the legal problems facing farmers who were losing their farms because of debt.
Robert helped with the farm news programs and also hosted a Reggae music program at
KOPN.
In solidarity with the farmers in Nicaragua, Robert traveled with American farmers to
Nicaragua for three weeks to investigate the things these farmers needed. When he returned
to Missouri, Linda Lou organized a live press conference with other Missouri journalists over
the airwaves of KOPN. Robert asked for donations of seeds and tools to send to Nicaraguan
farmers. U.S. farmers sent a caravan of trucks to Nicaragua to deliver these supplies.
Robert also received help from KOPN Radio when he found out Farmland was planning to
build a CAFO for hogs just southwest of his Monroe county property. He researched papers
from the Missouri Rural Crisis Center, which indicated that Farmland intended to take over
the hog-raising business in Monroe county. KOPN held a “call-in” farm program regarding
the CAFO, but farmland, based in Kansas City, arranged a hearing before the Monroe County
Commission. A group of young farmers who came to the meeting became hostile and

threatened to “shoot those hogs.” Farmland decided they “would not go where they were not
wanted.” ...
Our community was fortunate to have Robert in our midst. He will be missed.

Ask a Programmer: Sharif
Let THE

JAZZ EXCHANGE inspire you every Thursday night
between 8 p.m. and 10 p.m.

What is your background?
Before I got involved with KOPN, I was a jazz programmer at KJLU 88.9
FM, Lincoln University’s radio station in Jefferson City. I had the 6 am
to 10 am show for 5 days a week for almost ten years. DR Froeschner
(host of Cat Jazz Barn and co-host of The Good Sounds of Jazz on
KOPN’s airwaves) gave me a cherished compliment when he told me he

and his brother never missed a show! The last couple of years at KJLU, I
was going through some stuff and it seems like when you’re in your
darkest place, you do your best shows, apparently. I was going through a
divorce, legal problems, and major PTSD flare-ups, but I was getting 1015 calls a day during my shows.
Then, I took a break from radio for about 7 or 8 years, including a year
spent clearing 300 acres of pristine jungle with the Islamic Mission
Belize of Central America. During my career, I was deeply involved with
the International Association of Jazz Educators. My former wife, the late
Harold Christian, and I formed the nonprofit organization Jazz Forward
Initiative to promote area festivals, musicians, and jazz education.
Tell us about your forthcoming special edition of The Jazz
Exchange!
On Thursday, October 14th, I introduced the music of Professor Nicole
Mitchell on The Jazz Exchange. She is a perfect example of how nobody
knows everything or everybody in the music called JAZZ. After almost
thirty years in this business, I only recently “discovered” her awesome
talent through KOPN. She “stretches your earholes,” and I try to do that
with my show, too. Jazz is pervasive, and there is jazz coming from
places like Poland, Japan, Canada, Australia, and the rest of the world,
and it is intensely creative, inspirational, and rooted in origin. I plan to
have Professor Mitchell as a guest on The Jazz Exchange soon, so stay
tuned.
What do you do when you’re not at KOPN?
I retired from Lincoln University, and I started two businesses: Billalian
Baked Goods, LLC, and a residential cleaning business called Earth
Matters. If I do anything, it turns into a business. I’ve been doing it for
about 10 years, and I do it as much as I like. It keeps me healthy and
busy. Between my retirement checks, disability from Vietnam, and
income from jobs, I have a pretty laidback lifestyle. It leaves me room to
pursue my passion: JAZZ. I am an aspiring alto player; I appreciate
those who have the gift, but I ask myself if it is sensible to try at my age
because I feel like I need 7 or 8 hours of practice each day.
Who are your favorite jazz artists?
I love jazz musicians who are spiritual masters. Wendell Marshall,
Ahmad Alaadeen, Ahmed Jamal, Sonny Rollins, David “Fathead”
Newman, and here lately, Nicole Mitchell… I am fascinated by her, she
has fantastic work. Lester Bowie is another one, and DR Froeschner was
actually in a band with Lester’s brother. These ties are amazing, people
are near each other, bump into each other, and connect. It’s like a cosmic
jam session where cats from all over the world, anywhere in the world,

come together and the only language they have to communicate is the
music we call JAZZ. And it’s all about love! Jazz forward, y’all.

"Jazz is a lifestyle. If it ain't in you, it ain't
coming out of you." -Sharif

Comic by Pete Alvarado
May 29, 1965

Community Corner:
Gemeinschaft
[ɡə-MAHYN-shaft]
Part of speech: noun
Origin: German, early 20th century

Social relations between individuals, based on
close personal and family ties; community.
This fun word was pointed out to us by Kevin Walsh, longtime KOPN
programmer!

Dramatic Pumpkins
Courtesy of Midwest Radio Theatre Workshop

Upcoming Events in Our Broadcast Range:
Boonville:
November 12 and 13: Big Muddy Folk Festival. KOPN is proud to sponsor
the festival, which will feature vocal, instrumental, and dance master classes
during the day and a concert each evening followed by a contra dance.
Performances include David Grimes, Howard Marshall, The Lonesome
Companions, and more.
Columbia:
SAVE THE DATE: KOPN's Annual Member Meeting will be held
on Sunday, February 13. More details to come.
Masonic Home of Missouri Masonic Museum has a special bicentennial
exhibit on display. Visit their webpage for details on planning your visit.
Anywhere and Everywhere:
Tuesday, November 30: Giving Tuesday. Plan to give thanks and support the
work of your favorite non-profit organizations (including your community
radio station)!
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