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Upcoming Events

Summer Pledge Drive:
Summer officially starts on Monday, June 21, and
the longest day of the year is Sunday, June 20. After
that, there is a nearly imperceptible shortening of
the days until we arrive once more at winter, and the
shortest day of the year will be Tuesday, December
21. Doesn't it feel like we just left winter, though?
Ah, the never-ending wheel of life...

KOPN will be a bit early in kicking off summer, with
a pledge drive lasting from Tuesday, June 8
through Friday, June 11. We broadcast 24/7
during all 365 days of the year, so just imagine our
electricity bills! We could not provide compelling
news stories, diverse talk shows laden with
information and inspiration, or curated music
programs without your support. If you are able to,
please consider donating to KOPN during the
Summer Pledge Drive.

Sidewalk Record Sale on
Saturday, June 12:
On Saturday, June 12 (which happens to be Record
Store Day), KOPN will have a sidewalk sale of
records and CDs, and a handful of cassettes for good
measure. KOPN is located at 915 E. Broadway,
between Hemp Hemp Hooray and Brickwood
Boutique in beautiful downtown Columbia.

 Come by between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. to pick out
music you can enjoy for years to come, and feel
satisfied in knowing that your purchase will support
your favorite nonprofit community radio station.
CDs and cassettes will be 50 cents each, and most
records will be $1 each, with the option to fill a
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https://www.kopn.org/donate/
https://www.radiorethink.com/tuner/index.cfm?stationCode=KOPN&stream=hi&launchedFrom=secureStreamRedirect
https://www.kopn.org/schedule/
https://www.facebook.com/events/325395582306466/?ref=newsfeed


KOPN bag with records for $15. Select records will
be $5 or $10 each, with no bag discount option.  This will be our

first event since
the pandemic

began, and we are
so excited to see

you!

This newsletter is brought to you by
Riverside Amphitheater in Jefferson City

The newly renovated Riverside Amphitheater, overlooking the Missouri River, is a beautiful
outdoor venue in Jefferson City. Tickets are on sale now for Little River Band on June 4

and Steve Earle and the Dukes on July 10. More information about these and other shows
is available on their site. Thank you Riverside Amphitheater and VenuWorks for

your support of KOPN!

Ask a Programmer: Pippa Letsky
You can catch Pippa on KOPN every other Sunday from 5 to 7 p.m. during World

Woman, and the 3rd and 5th Tuesday of each month from 3 to 5 p.m. during
Music of the World. You can also find Pippa here, where she posts about her gigs

and her collections of fiddle tunes. 2021’s edition will have 150 tunes in it!

Pippa currently has regular monthly gigs at:
Folk Art Shop and Gallery in Arrow Rock on the first Saturday of each
month, April through December: see her on June 5 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Orr Street Farmers and Artisans Market on select Sundays: see her
on June 13 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

https://www.facebook.com/events/325395582306466/?ref=newsfeed
http://www.riversideamp.com/
http://www.riversideamp.com/
https://pippaletsky.com/


Who else is ready for live music again?

You have lived in Columbia for over 30 years. What initially brought
you to mid-Missouri, and how did you get involved with KOPN once
you started making a life here?

I came here with my husband, who was studying at the veterinary school for his
English Certificate for Foreign Trained Veterinary Graduates after he graduated in
Parma, Italy. We really loved the intelligent programming on KOPN. He liked The
Good Sounds of Jazz and I liked Carol Goodnick’s show Strike the Gay Harp. Then
I heard Susan Newstead on air, who was the station manager at the time, and she
was inviting people to come to the station and volunteer “if you can lick a stamp
or run a vacuum cleaner.” And I thought, Heck! I can do that! and made my way
to the station. Then they needed someone to host the bluegrass show and David
Owens invited me to host it.

You started playing piano at age 7, then quickly moved on to more
instruments and skills. Do you come from a musical family? Who
supported you in getting a musical education?

My dad played the piano and the piano accordion (and pretty much anything he
picked up). My mom sang old English ballads while he played the piano. They
thought I had enough ability that I would enjoy playing the piano, and they were
right, though I tried to give it up at age twelve. They said I could give it up if I
learned to play the zither (we’d found that instrument after vacationing in Austria
that summer). Have you ever seen a zither, how many strings it has? I stuck with
the piano. My teacher said I didn’t have to do recitals or exams, I could just pick
pieces I liked and learn them. She was clever, and kept me playing. But I never
learned to sight read music.

How have you been coping during the COVID-19 pandemic? Have you
enjoyed the comfort of brushing up on old skills, and listening to or

https://pippaletsky.com/


watching tried-and-true artists and movies/TV, or have you been
branching out into learning completely new things, and seeking out
new art?

Coping with COVID has been interesting. I was lucky that I could keep working, as
I work from home as an editor, so I’ve been donating money to several of my
favorite musicians online via Patreon. I’ve been doing Irish sessions with John
Whelan, a box player out on the West Coast, via Zoom, so I’ve really been working
on the fiddle. I didn’t pick it up until I was middle-aged and it is a very tough
instrument. So I’ve been busy working, writing tunes, and practicing the fiddle
and the mandolin, and learning new Irish tunes. I’ve also been socializing outside
a lot. And my daughter has bought a house in Kansas City, so I’ve been spending
time with her and helping her get settled. It’s really nice to have her close by.

What is your favorite thing (or a few favorite things) about previously
hosting High Lonesome Sound, and now hosting World Woman and
Music of the World on KOPN?

I owe a lot to KOPN, because it is through volunteering at KOPN that I learned the
computer skills and made the personal contacts that were necessary for getting
into scholarly publishing. And it was a KOPN listener who invited me to a
bluegrass jam, and the host at the jam told me to get my guitar out of its case. I
learned to play with a flatpick there, and I never looked back. I went on the
mandolin for ten years, and then the fiddle. I liked bluegrass and oldtime music,
because it was simple enough for me to figure out the chords so I could
accompany myself on the guitar and sing the old country songs. But after thirty
years of programming bluegrass music, I got tired of the same chord structures
and melodies and sentiments. So it was very freeing to get into the different
rhythms of world music and the different chordal patterns, particularly the
African and Latin rhythms. KOPN has been an inspiring place to be, for me, a
place that has offered me many opportunities.

"Have you ever seen a zither, how many strings it has? I stuck
with the piano."

Thank you for all of the vibrancy that you bring to
KOPN, Pippa!

https://www.patreon.com/


RDS
Any guesses on what RDS
stands for? Really Dreamy

Soundscapes? Remember Days
of Sunshine? Those both sound
wonderful, but RDS stands for
Radio Data System. KOPN is

now in the loop, and that's
pretty wonderful, too! When
you tune in to KOPN in your
car, you will now see our call
sign (KOPN) along with our

radio frequency (89.5 FM) on
your car's stereo display screen.
Of course, if your car's stereo is

older, it may not have these
capabilities, and all you may be
able to see is business as usual,
89.5 FM. If your cellphone has
a FM radio chip, it can likely

receive and decode RDS data,
though, so try to check it out on

there.

"Imagine turning on your
local public television or

radio station and finding it
off the air. Unless America

supports critical public
media station

infrastructure, this scenario
could become a reality in

your community. We need
your help to urge

congressional leaders to
include essential public

media infrastructure
funding in legislation that is
being drafted now. Tell your

lawmakers that public
media infrastructure is as
vital to our democracy as

the roads, bridges and
tunnels that connect us."

-Protect My Public Media

KOPN is not exempt from the
pressures of securing federal funding.
Your voice is powerful. Reach out to

our lawmakers today.

Take action

← RDS in action courtesy
of Chris Puyear. Catch
Chris on Saturday
evenings from 8 p.m. to 11

https://protectmypublicmedia.org/public-media-infrastructure-email/?p2a_shorturl=XhCIMZ5&adv_prefill=true
https://protectmypublicmedia.org/public-media-infrastructure-email/?p2a_shorturl=XhCIMZ5&adv_prefill=true


If you want to learn more about RDS,
courtesy of a radio station based in
Guam, click here.

p.m. during Blues on
Broadway!

KOPN 89.5 FM | Visit us
KOPN is a non-commercial, listener-supported community radio station broadcasting to central
Missouri. KOPN is committed to educating and enriching the lives of its membership and the community
it serves, especially those otherwise under-represented in the commercial or other non-profit media
sectors.
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