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Thank you to everyone who donated to KOPN
on Giving Tuesday (November 30th) and thank
you for attending our Giving Tuesday Happy
Hour at Cafe Berlin. We couldn't broadcast

24/7, 365 days every year without your
generous support.
CoMoGives continues during the rest of
December. Here are some gifts and
experiences you can snag when you donate to
our campaign. Thank you!

Ask a Programmer: Samir Knox
Samir hosts The Wake Up Call each Tuesday morning between
7:50 and 8 AM in between Morning Ayre and Democracy Now!. Start
your morning with local headlines and weather.

Are you from mid-Missouri?
I was born in Chicago and moved to Columbia in 2019. I went to
high school in St. Louis but I’ve had family in the Jeff City and
CoMo area.
You study journalism at Mizzou, right? How are you liking it?
What are your goals for your future career?
I’ve been studying journalism for a couple of years here and I
really have enjoyed the challenges and different scenarios I’ve
been put through. It gave me the opportunity to learn and fail
privately. I feel empowered to tug on everyone’s shirt sleeves now
and interview anyone and everyone who’ll talk to me.
How did you learn about KOPN?
I performed at KOPN in the fall of 2019 with a band of guys called
The Lemon Settlement. I thought KOPN was awesome and Mike
Hagan (the host of the show we were on, Open Mike Radio)
seemed super cool throwing all these mics around and using a
fancy announcer voice.
What types of news or views do you like to feature when you host
The Wake Up Call?
I try to focus on local news but I also try to focus on stories that
have an organizational or progressive hook. Not solely in a
political sense but stories that feature people in the community

fighting for better conditions, like the story I played about
striking nursing home workers. I think there’s some
empowerment for people to hear those coupled with much of the
other stuff you can hear in the news and feel like the wind isn’t
always blowing to the right. Hopefully hearing stories like that
empowers other people to organize and cooperate.
In the spirit of the KOPN show “Marooned,” where host Aaron
Krawitz asks guests which music pieces they would have with
them if stranded on a desert island, what are your top 5, can’tlive-without songs or artists?
This is the question I have spent the longest time thinking about
and it is a dream come true to be asked this. After an hour of
pulling my hair out, my top 5 artists are as follows:
1. Bruce Springsteen and The E Street Band - The River is my
favorite record, ever probably.
2. Justin Townes Earle - Midnight at the Movies is another
perfect record.
3. The Replacements - Tim is the only album I’ve heard that
recaptures the magic of the Beatles.
4. Phoebe Bridgers - I think all her songs rock, I can’t pick one.
5. Elliott Smith or The Beatles - I think any explanation I could
give for these two wouldn’t give them justice.
What are you up to when you’re not at KOPN or Mizzou?
I'm always playing music and trying to write songs. I’ve been a
guitarist for over a decade and I'm always trying to start little
bands whenever people are available. Other than that I read a lot
of history and travel a lot. I’m on the road about as much as a
trucker.
What are your favorite things to do in Columbia or the
surrounding area? Any favorite restaurants or nature spots?
I love hanging out by the river at Eagle Bluffs or seeing the Big
Tree. Cooper’s Landing out by the Katy Trail is also an awesome
spot. As far as restaurants go, my friend is a busboy at Murry’s
and I love catching some jazz there when I can. It’s a lovely place
with a good atmosphere.

Program Updates:
Starting on January 1, Brad Roby will be the new host of the ragtime show
on Saturday mornings between 7 and 9 AM.
Beginning on December 31, The "So-Called" So-Called Good Life with Kevin
Walsh will air from 4 to 6 PM, and Joy Rushing's Country Folk will air between
6 and 8 PM.
All About that Bass is being retired and replaced by Syntheclectico, an
electronic and experimental music program. Syntheclectico will air on Friday
mornings between 2 and 3 AM in the slot between Insomniac's Delight and Cat
Jazz Barn.

New Show!
KOPN volunteer Nick Peckham has been helping us index our record library for
the past couple of months, and he now has a show of his own! Call From the
Grave will air each Tuesday between midnight at 2 AM, and it will
feature heavy metal music.

Laura is second from the right in the first row.

Laura Wacker has received the Columbia
Missourian’s “Progress in Sustainability”
Award for 2021!
Laura is the Sustainable Living Education Coordinator at Peaceworks
and has worked there for over a decade. She coordinates events,
including the annual Sustainable Living Fair and the Edible Columbia
Garden Tour, and organizes informational programs and classes. Laura
is also the overall coordinator for Columbia's annual Earth Day Festival.
You can read more about her mission here.
Laura hosts Evening Edition on Tuesdays at 6 PM, and she is
one of the co-hosts of the Grateful Dead Show that airs each
Friday night between 8 and 10 PM. She also serves as the
Treasurer on KOPN's Board of Directors. She has been one of
the superpowers behind our new purchase, which you can
read more about below.

Congratulations, Laura!
Big news, if you have not already heard! KOPN will be moved
to a new home by late spring/early summer 2022! We are
thrilled to announce that KOPN will be moving to an accessible
space that we will own. We can't wait to let you know where that
will be, but we are still in the process of finalizing the real estate
transaction. We will be preparing and starting to move
during the winter and early spring of 2022. It’s going to be

a huge undertaking! Stay tuned for more information.

Upcoming Events in our Broadcast Range:
Columbia:
Today through December 31: CoMoGives continues. Donate

securely to a variety of local non-profit organizations, including
KOPN!
January 8: Odyssey Chamber Music Series holds a pre-collegiate
aria/concerto competition at 3 PM at First Baptist Church.
January 26: Attend a lecture by artist Priya Suresh Kambli at 6:30
PM at 101 Swallow Hall on Mizzou's campus.
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