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Happening today!
The rain date is Sunday, May 1!
KOPN is proud to co-sponsor the
Columbia Area Earth Day Festival.
Head to Peace Park between noon and 7 PM.
You can find over 200 vendor booths, a kid's
park with activity stations, entertainment
stages, and workshops. KOPN will also
have a booth, so you can meet some of
the folks who make radio magic
happen!

Ask a Programmer:
Luna Hawk
Luna hosts Femme FM each Wednesday evening between 10
PM and midnight. You can hear her co-hosting Sunday
Morning Coffeehouse on select Sundays between 9 AM and
noon, too. You may also see her performing around town!

How did you learn about KOPN before you applied for a show
and started programming?
I've always been a fan of non-commercial community radio. When I
moved to Columbia in 2008 from the Kansas City area, I was sad to leave
KKFI's listening range, but I was very happy that KOPN was here and
also broadcasts Democracy Now!. I am from mid-Missouri, so I had
visited Columbia many times and was already familiar with the station
from the time I was a teen.
Femme FM began airing in September. How have these past 7
months of broadcasting been?
The last 7 months have been a whirlwind of excitement and positive
changes for me, and KOPN has been a big part of that. I am still learning
a lot and I have a lot of improvements I'd like to make on my show,
including a recorded intro, a more consistent format, and staying on top
of scheduling live music guests. I always wish I had more time to put into
each show, and some nights I'm just winging it!
What has surprised you most about KOPN?
The thing that surprised me the most was how quickly I was given my
own show! I thought I would be sitting in with someone for a while to get
used to doing a non-news program broadcast, but after I learned how to
operate the board during the news programing, KOPN threw me right in
there! I was super excited to also be asked to come on as a rotating host
for Sunday Morning Coffeehouse because that has always been one of my
favorite programs on KOPN.
What excites you regarding the future of KOPN?
My top three upcoming things that excite me are: a wheelchair accessible
building so that my son and all other members of the community have
access and can get involved with KOPN, a potential live music stage at
KOPN's new location, and all of the live musicians who have agreed to
come and play their original tunes on Sunday Morning Coffeehouse and

Femme FM for the rest of this coming year.
You are a local musician and artist as well! How did you come
to love music? Have you played instruments since you were a
child, or was it something you came to as an adult?
I have loved music since I was a child. My parents started me in piano
lessons as a kid around age 8. I played drums in school band, and also
started taking guitar lessons around that time. After high school I
continued playing guitar, hand drums, and keys and since then I also
dabble in bass, banjo, cello, and a little violin. I have always sung but
never thought I could sing. I would record songs from the radio with my
tape deck and then play the tape back to learn the lyrics to sing along to
the song with. I started working with a vocal coach via Zoom during the
pandemic and finally learned some key components to controlling my
voice and breathing better.
What are your thoughts on the local music scene, and what
advice do you have for folks who want to get involved or
express themselves through music?
Musicians always say we have so much to improve on; a friend once told
me "if you're a musician you can never be bored," which is very true for
me and my goal to learn so many instruments. The local music scene in
mid-MO is booming with talented, genuine, hard-working musicians and
Columbia is so lucky to have KOPN supporting local musicians and their
original music. It's very exciting for me to be able to showcase and
promote other musicians. I have a lot of musician friends and of course,
I've always supported them, but I never realized I had a passion for
finding and promoting local talent until I started volunteering at KOPN.
For anyone interested in trying out music or singing, I say: do it! Music is
a wonderful gift that you can give yourself. Everyone starts out bad, I
have never known any prodigies and I know a lot of musicians. It comes
from dedication, hard work, and the drive to get better. If you strive to
get better and practice almost every day, you WILL improve! For me,
music is about expressing yourself and releasing emotion.
Name three songs you love and tell us why they are significant
to you.
It's Alright, Ma (I'm Only Bleeding) by Bob Dylan
This is a song that I listened to on vinyl from a young age. Bob Dylan has
always been one of my favorite poet songwriters.
Hell-On by Neko Case
This is a wildly dynamic and poetic song. Neko Case is one of my idols.
Hades & Persephone by Anais Mitchell
This song has clever lyrics including "The earth is a bird on a spit in the
sky." Anais Mitchell has been a huge influence on my songwriting since
around 2015. I love unique female artists! Iris DeMent is another one of
my favorites.
What are your favorite things about mid-Missouri/favorite

things to do in mid-Missouri?
I love the rivers and forests of Missouri, especially the Osage River,
Pomme de Terre Lake, and the Gans Creek area of Rock Bridge State
Park. My favorite things to do are canoeing, camping, fishing, hiking,
wild mushroom foraging in all seasons, rock/fossil collecting, and
photographing old barns and abandoned houses.
What are you up to when you’re not at KOPN on Wednesday
nights?
I work as a ceramic artist by trade and I have my BFA in ceramics. I also
recently started working as a sound engineer for MPS Studios, running
live sound for a few different local venues in Columbia. My son is in his
second semester of college and we have 3 dogs, 2 cats, and 2 semi-aquatic
turtles. I like to garden and grow houseplants. As a local musician, I play
out around Columbia and the surrounding area. Right now I'm mainly
playing solo, but I also have a couple of bands: Something Sacred and
Femme Fatale. I will play at the Earth Day Festival (happening today or
with a rain date of May 1!) and I have a couple of Farmer's Markets
shows lined up as well. I'm on Facebook as Luna Hawk Music and
on the web at lunahawkmusic.com.

Community Corner:
Lee Ruth and Chris Foss
Lee Ruth has been on KOPN's airwaves since
1976! Tune in to hear Lee's folk selections

during Radio Omega each Wednesday
morning between 3 and 5 AM. If you are not
awake then, our website lets you listen to past
shows for up to two weeks after their original
broadcast date.

Let's Get to Work
is the title of this street art project by Columbia artist
Chris Foss.

"In developing this project, I had the pleasure to speak with some of the
most iconic and influential characters in Columbia’s colorful music
history. Lee Ruth, a longtime teacher, recording engineer, and one of the
legendary founding fathers of Columbia’s KOPN community
radio, is the character I decided to subtly depict in Let’s Get To Work.
Having sat down with Lee for hours, I couldn’t help but feel inspired by
the very simple act of keeping music alive through teaching, through
creating safe space for expression, through the sharing of new ideas. It’s
not just a crucial service to provide music in these challenging times, but
it's even more crucial to encourage it however we can for generations to
come.

Let’s Get To Work will have different effects on different onlookers.
On one hand, it’s a salute to the makers and doers on the Business Loop
who have added years of creative ingenuity to Columbia’s
history. It’s a nod to the current and upcoming artists still toiling away
on their craft, sharpening their professional status. It’s a memory of
where some of us doers have been, and an encouragement to keep
making our own history.
On the other hand, it’s a nod to the creative family dynamic, in beauty
and in struggle. It’s a sweet moment between grandfather and
granddaughter. It’s the natural curiosity of music inherent in all
of us. It’s also the musical inspiration that parents and children might
be struggling with right now, and a gentle reminder to get home and
make some noise. These days can be seen as a struggle to keep
inspiration alive, but it’s also a perfect time to let children be musical.
Let’s Get To Work will be that gentle reminder for commuters passing by.
The Business Loop is at a very new point in history, and yet has so much
to look back on. Let’s Get To Work is the passing of the creative baton,
and begs the question what’s next?

"

-Chris Foss

Let's Get to Work is located on the north side of
the Business Loop near the Pannell Street
intersection.

Click to access a map of street art and
initiatives on the Business Loop!

Historic KOPN art featuring Lee Ruth; artist unknown

Lee live in the studio in 1999; photo by Douglas Greene/Holding the Sun

Program Updates:
After the excitement of Mystery Science Radio 3000, you
can tune in to Kiss the Eclipse to start your Sunday
mornings off. Kiss the Eclipse is hosted by Cora, who joined

the KOPN corps of volunteers in mid-April. Cora plays her
favorite indie pop selections from 5 to 7 AM each Sunday.
Tune in and enjoy!

Upcoming Events in our Broadcast Range:
Anywhere in Missouri (and Illinois):
May 11: The Missouri Prairie Association hosts Women for the Land
Learning Circle, open to women farmers, landowners, and resource
managers in Missouri and Illinois. Learn how prairie strips can
support conservation and farm viability. The course is via Zoom and
takes place between 4 and 6 PM. No cost, register here.
Boonville:
May 13-14: The Big Muddy Folk Festival takes place with
workshops during the day and a concert each night. Friends of
Historic Boonville is also hosting a Big Muddy Barbeque from 11
AM to 7 PM each day at the Mercantile Event Center. All proceeds
support Friends of Historic Boonville.
Columbia:
TODAY: The Columbia Area Earth Day Fest takes place between
noon and 7 PM at Peace Park in downtown Columbia.
April 28: Ragtag Cinema is partnering with The Asian Affairs
Center at the University of Missouri to present a free screening and
post-film discussion of Chilsu and Mansu, a landmark film for the
Korean New Wave that is rarely screened in the United States. The
screening will be held at 6:30 PM as part of Ragtag's Show Me
Series, which exists to highlight the potential for film to serve as a
catalyst for conversations that can move our communities closer to
equity, inclusion, and unity. Tickets can be picked up at the Ragtag
box office on April 28 beginning at noon.
April 29: Odyssey Chamber Music Series presents Spring Festival at
First Baptist Church in downtown Columbia at 7 PM. KOPN will
have a table in the lobby where you can meet some of our
programmers and pick up a sticker and a program schedule!
May 4: The Missouri Native Plant Society is hosting a plant sale at

Songbird Station between 3 and 6 PM.
May 6: Columbia Audubon Society hosts First Friday Bird Walks.
Participants meet at Songbird Station at 8 AM, then drive to the 3M
wetlands just off the MKT trail. Enjoy all the Missouri resident
birds and migrating birds in this natural, lush landscape. It is a
moderate walk. Waterproof shoes are recommended, but not
required.
May 7: Tune in to Open Mike Radio to hear from Mike's special
guest, Columbia musician Daniel Lutz. Daniel is about to go on a
tour of the Midwest and east coast in support of Luke WinslowKing.
May 7: The non-profit organization Love Columbia is hosting an
open house between 1 and 4 PM. You can tour the facility and learn
more about Love Columbia's mission.
May 20: Odyssey Chamber Music Series presents "Blessed
Assurance: The Evolution of the African-American Spiritual" at
First Baptist Church at 7 PM. This event is open to the public.
May 21: Barbershop chorus group The Boonslick Chordbusters
performs Sounds of Spring at Campus Lutheran Church, located at
304 S College Ave. The performance takes place at 7 PM.
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